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Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Tuesday praised
literary critic M. Leela-
vathy for never retracting
her remarks on “starving
children of Gaza” despite
the vitriolic social media
onslaught launched
against her over her views.

He was referring to her
remarks on the occasion of
her birthday that “she was
�nding it hard to have
food, thinking about starv-
ing children with empty
stomachs in Gaza. She
stood courageous despite
the cyber attack on her,”
he said in his address after
presenting the Deshabhi-
mani Literary Award to her
at the seminar hall of Co-
chin University of Science
and Technology (Cusat).

Ms. Leelavathy said that
she would hand over ₹2

lakh out of the total ₹3 lakh
cash prize received as part
of the award towards the
Chief Minister’s Distress
Relief Fund. 

The remaining fund will
be handed over to a few

who had sought help after
the award was announced,
she said.

M. Mukundan, author,
and P. Rajeeve, Industries
Minister, were among
those who attended.

Chief Minister presents
Deshabhimani Literary
Award to critic M. Leelavathy
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Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan interacts with M. Leelavathy after

presenting her with the Deshabhimani Literary Award in Kochi on

Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan has criticised the
Election Commission of In-
dia (EC)’s decision to im-
plement the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in States, in-
cluding Kerala.

Calling the exercise a
“challenge to the demo-
cratic process,” the Chief
Minister said the carrying
out the revision based on
the 2002-2004 voters’ list
instead of the existing ones
went against the Represen-
tation of the People Act,
1950 and the Registration
of Electors Rules, 1960
which mandate that any
electoral roll revision
should be made based on
the present voters’ list. 

In a statement, the Chief
Minister pointed out that
even the Chief Electoral Of-
�cer (CEO) Kerala had in-
formed the EC that a spe-
cial intensive revision was
not feasible at this time,
considering that the local
body elections were ap-
proaching in the State.
“However, the insistence
on implementing the SIR
immediately casts a sha-
dow of doubt over the

Election Commission’s in-
tentions,” he said. 

He also remarked that
the EC, which promoted
voter participation, had
overseen the removal of 65
lakh voters in Bihar. The
move, he alleged, was be-
ing extended to other
States and was a gross vio-
lation of the universal adult
franchise guaranteed to ev-
ery citizen under Article
326 of the Constitution. 

‘Sneaking in NRC’
Mr. Vijayan added that the
right to vote was a funda-
mental democratic right of
every citizen and cannot
be taken away for political
convenience. 

According to him, the
developments had sparked
concerns that the SIR pro-
cess was being used as a
backdoor method to im-
plement the National Re-
gister of Citizens (NRC). 

In a separate statement,
Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan termed the
exercise a politically motiv-
ated move. The SIR, he
cautioned, would disrupt
the local body election
process and create major
administrative di�culties,
including in the deploy-
ment of o�cials. 

Pinarayi, Satheesan
decry EC’s SIR move
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The Kerala High Court has
refused to entertain an an-
ticipatory bail plea �led di-
rectly before it by a Kozhi-
kode resident, citing that
he ought to have ap-
proached the sessions
court concerned.

Referring to the Su-
preme Court recently dis-

approving of the Kerala
High Court entertaining
bail pleas ‘bypassing’ ses-
sions courts, a Bench of
Justice K. Babu said that
the petitioner in this case
did not plead any excep-
tional circumstance that
prevented him from ap-
proaching the sessions
court concerned.

It cited a Supreme Court
observation that the hie-

rarchy of courts demands
that no person seeking re-
medy under Section 482 of
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita should be
allowed or encouraged to
directly approach the High
Court, although concur-
rent jurisdiction is con-
ferred upon both sessions
courts and High Courts.
The High Court went on to
dismiss his bail plea.

HC cites SC notice on ‘bypassing’
sessions courts, dismisses bail plea 
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A 53-year-old man went
missing after he reportedly
jumped from the old
bridge at Thoppumpady
on Tuesday morning.

The missing person was
identi�ed as Mujeeb, an au-
torickshaw driver from
Mattancherry.

The police registered a
man-missing case on a
complaint �led by his wife.

Man goes
missing after
reportedly
falling o�
bridge
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